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Anguish Language Lothringer 13 Laden, Munich 20-27 May, 2014

Anguish Language approaches language and literature as core aspects
of the present social crisis. Contributors include musicians, hackers,
performance artists, poets, literary scholars, writers and artists.
Participants in the project were invited to discuss and construct
practices of ‘crisis literature’ through seminars, presentations, walks,
poetry, readings, drawing, writing experiments and performance. An
initial seminar was held at the Zentrum fir Kunst und Urbanistik in
Berlin in October 2014. The editorial work took place at Lothringerl3_
Laden in May 2014. The work generated and collected during the
project will be published by Archive books later this year.

In May 2014 four editors (John Cunningham, Anthony lles, Marina
Vishmidt and Mira Mattar) met in Munich at Lothringer13_Laden to
edit and re-work the content of the Anguish Language publication
over four intensive working days. The process resulted in finished copy
as well as ideas for artwork with which the designer will work in the
course of laying out and designing the book.

During our stay in Munich we read, re-read and discussed existing and
new material. With members of Lothringer13_Laden’s committee and
visitors we discussed the project, what ‘anguish language’ could be,
and the crisis as it has unravelled in Germany. We explored current
social problems in Germany and Europe and related these as political
problems with reference to language: from everyday speech and
phrases to administrative idioms. We made a visit to Nordlingen

to visit Stephan Dillemuth’s class at Akademie der Bildenden Kiinste Minchen who were installing an
exhibition in the city’s former Town Hall. Together we climbed the tower of Nordlingen and recited
poems by contributors to the book, poets Anne Boyer and Lisa Robertson. Anne Boyer’s text, ‘Who
are all these people What is All this Money’ was declaimed over the city by Anguish Language editors,
students and members of Lothringer13_Laden.

The time spent in Munich was important to us as a way of sharing and extending the reach of the
project. Working through the material for the book and receiving feedback about it from our hosts was
invaluable. We (the editors) look forward to continuing the exchange with the people we met in Munich
and Nordlingen and discussing the book when it is published later this year.
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WHO ARE ALL THESE PEOPLE WHAT IS ALL THIS MONEY
‘history’

A man without a polis is either more or less than a man. A man
without property is without a polis. A man without property is without
a polis is an animal or a god. There is a decoy private. There was that
euphemism, privatization. There was that legal fiction, the
corporation. There were the roots of the private, deprivation. There
are the de-privatizing forms to fill out for the public. There was an
accounting of all the sex partners for the state. There was a weighing
of pregnant women for the state. There were those needles in the
children for the state. There were the public assistance cards owned by
the private banks. There was Citibank and Bank of America. There

was US Bank. There was the fact that everything that appears in

public can be seen and heard by everybody. There is a stake in this.
There is my name a poet’s citizenry. There is that this costs me
everything. There is that this is in the air. There is all this leaking.
There are these things the private: pain, hunger, birth, death, disease,
menstruation, rape, sex, labor, grooming, food preparation, animal
care, miscarriage, abortion, heartbreak, dirt, debt, work, and hospital
bills. These are the things that are public: .Thereis
that the private hurts the man without a polis. There is that the public
hurts the woman without property.

These are the commons: ‘my heart.’ This is the common: ‘my heart.
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